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It’s a Small World
By: Erin Mussoline

How many times have you heard
people use the phrase “it’s a small world”,
and “things happen for a reason”? For years
growing I was aware I had a cousin whom
the family had lost touch with due to
placement in a “home”. Things were done
very differently years ago and families
often felt that was the answer when a
special needs child was born.

Proud Member of the Schuylkill
Lower Anthracite Region & Greater Hazleton

In 2017 I began my employment
with Avenues Eldergarden. One of the
activities we offer in Eldergarden is Bible
Study, in which access services join us.
One of their consumers stood out to me, I
always felt a strong connection to her and drawn to her for reasons I did not understand. One week,
during a bible study session when she was asked who she would like God’s blessing on, she began to
rattle off first names. Marguirite, Georgann, Rosie; “Wait!” I thought, “These are the names of people
in my family.”
I approached her, asked her name, and in further conversation discovered that she was the long
lost cousin I had always wondered about! It was a bittersweet moment. They say “God works in
mterious ways” and that day was proof!

Photographed are family members: Aunt Martha, Aunt Dolly, Michael, & Anna. Grandparents of Mussoline

Avenues Dances
Recently we celebrated our “Everybody’s Birthday” dance. A celebration for everyone to
celebrate birthdays that may not have fallen on a dance night. Friends were greeted with a
“Happy Birthday”, ate some birthday cupcakes, and enjoyed the night dancing to many of
their favorite songs.
Come join us September 13th for our Luau Dance!
All proceeds benefit individuals with acquired/developmental disabilities
For any questions contact Francine Trakes at 570-622-7920
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Welcome Aboard!
Recently Avenues acquired a new location in Milton, Pennsylvania. Avenues had
previously operated this Adult Training Facility in conjunction with UCP of Central PA,
but as of May 1, 2019, it officially became PossAbilities Milton. This program takes a
new approach to promoting independence and encouraging community inclusion.
PossAbilities Milton ATF is located in a rural area which offers many opportunities
community wide to volunteer, shop, read, socialize, and relax. We use all available
resources in the community to guide individuals to a path of independence. We teach
them money skills, socialization skills, and general daily living skills. We have over 20
locations throughout central Pennsylvania that we frequent and have started building
relationships with. The majority of our days are spent in the community making
connections.
Milton ATF also takes a hands-on approach to developing community skills while
in the facility. We have cooking club where individuals learn to read recipes, identify
ingredients, measure, pour, and mix. Of course we eat our creations as well! We play
games that allow us to incorporate math skills, colors, numbers, counting, and taking
turns. Uno and Phase 10 are the favorites. There are days when we make crafts to decorate
the program. We learn to cut, draw, color, paint, and glue. We have iPads and the Google
home where participants can research topics or simply watch their favorite videos. There
are always many activities happening in Milton for people to choose from. Below is a
group from program enjoying a day at Knoebel’s Amusement Resort.

Fun is a Central part of PossAbilities
Over the past few months our individuals at PossAbilities Central Adult Training Facility have been
very busy with our many in-program activities and our community based CPS outings. Many program participants
have been out and about visiting both new and familiar places in the local and surrounding areas.
Some places they have enjoyed recently are Roadside America, Lake Tobias, That Pet Place, and Bethlehem
Steel Stacks. Also, some have enjoyed tours at The Turkey Hill Experience, Hershey Derry Township Historical
Society, PA Firemen’s Museum, the Daniel Boone Homestead, and Hunter’s Mansion.
PossAbilities Central will continue to make sure the days at program
will always put a smile on individual’s faces and happiness in their hearts--whether they are going on an outing or enjoying the activities in program.
Pictured below are Randy and Nick enjoying a tour of Fighter’s Heaven and
Jamie visiting the Bethlehem Steel Stacks.

Avenues & Views July 2019

Page 7

Lessie’s Garden Grows!
Serendipity, as of July 1, 2019 will be combined with Lessie’s
Garden Greenhouse and Gift Shop! Together, the Greenhouse
and newly merged gift shop will provide our participants with
personal growth that will enable self-worth and self-pride.
Also, our two programs combined will offer the community a
great way to provide a loved one with an everlasting memorable
gift, fresh floral arrangement, or a specialty plant from our
Greenhouse! In turn, the community will be helping a local
non-profit organization continue their goal of equipping our
individuals with the knowledge for them to succeed within the
workplace.
Our store hours are Monday – Friday 8 AM – 4 PM; Weekend hours are seasonal.
Please call for specialty made to order items such as fresh floral, snack/gift baskets and more! 570-622-7368
Avenues Canteen
Our Avenues Canteen program located in the Schuylkill County
Courthouse provides a restaurant atmosphere devised to provide the public with
warm customer service, great food, and a welcoming tone. Avenues also offers
integration for adults with developmental and/or acquired disabilities to reach
employment goals that encourage personal growth and independence. Our staff are
trained to help these folks reach his or her optimum level of performing.
Avenues offers many opportunities for individuals to excel and discover
what goals he or she may need to reach in order to become successful. Avenues is
committed to providing quality services and we are very appreciative to have our
local court house involved in the community support. Together we work to
continue to heighten the lives of individuals with developmental and/or acquired
disabilities and provide the public with a great place to partake in.

Leader of Excellence Award
Matthew Mahoney, known by everyone as simply “Matt”, joined our
Greenhouse team in March 2013. Matt enjoys gardening, spending time with
his family, having phone conversations with Stacy, and assisting others with
whatever help they may need. He is also part of our Janitorial program and
takes great pride in his cleanliness! Matt received this honor for going above
and beyond with his job duties. He takes pride in his work and is dedicated to
making fairy gardens and planters. He always has a smile on his face, and is
always ready with a cheerful word to whoever comes into the Greenhouse.
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First Friends is Growing and Flourishing
There are so many new and positive happenings at First Friends Children’s Services over the last 9 months
that one newsletter article couldn’t possibly capture them all. The program has been reorganized, restructured, and a
new director, long time staff, Heather Finnefrock was appointed. Other long term staff Noralea Matz and Nina
Behney continue to share their experience and expertise in helping lead the team for continued growth and
development. New staff joined the team, existing paperwork was updated and new welcome packets and curriculum
developed. Enrollment has doubled in all rooms, and we are proud to announce our Fox room has reopened. Summer
camp enrollment has increased and eight great Summer Camp counselors were hired, three returned from last year
(see staff bios). Several of the counselors came in on their spring break to set up curriculum that included more daily
structure, weekly themes and a host of great field trips every Tuesday.
Our Early Intervention Program continued to receive referrals. Our two Early Intervention staff provide in
home support and assisted with day care services.

Many staff throughout the agency have helped support the continuous quality improvement at First Friends.
From streamlining billing, to HR recruitment and hiring, to subbing in the classrooms wherever needed, everyone
came together to help make First Friends the best it can be.
Additionally, programs throughout the agency invited First Friends to visit and participate in activities such as
safe trick-or-treating on campus at Halloween, Thanksgiving Dinner, Santa, and Christmas gifts at PossAbilities
Central, Christmas crafts and an Easter Egg Hunt with Eldergarden, as well as planting and horticulture activities
with Lessie’s Garden. Many more fun activities are on the horizon with Avenues’ programs on campus.
In May, on the Day of Caring, the IU Students and staff came and
helped put new mulch on the front playground while the back playground was
cleaned and power washed. The hallway floors were stripped and waxed, new
smoke detectors installed, and some minor repairs were made throughout the
program.
Change can be challenging, but it can also be exciting and inspiring.
We thank those families that continued with us through the change, and all
the new families that put their trust in First Friends. The Avenues team rose to
a challenge and faced change together which helped First Friends grow and
flourish. Many great things are on the horizon.

50th Birthday Celebration!
Tony Demelfi, an individual from PossAbilities Hazleton has turned 50 this June! Tony, along with his peers
had a 50th birthday party to celebrate. At program, individuals decorated the rooms with balloons, signs, and other
decorations the day beforehand. Tony was surprised and filled with joy once he walked in the next day, he couldn’t
wait to take a picture!
Individuals of PossAbilities Hazleton had a pizza
party to celebrate. Afterwards, everyone gathered together
in the kitchen. The lights dimmed, and out came his
favorite cupcakes with candles on top. All at once
everyone chimed in to sing “Happy Birthday”. They all
ended the day with a sweet treat and a big smile. Happy
Birthday, Tony!
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Avenues Foundation 31st Annual Duck Race Results
The Avenues Foundation held its 31st Annual
Duck Race on Sunday, April 28, 2019, at Walmart
Supercenter in St. Clair. It was another successful year.
The event allowed friends of Avenues to come out and
show their support. All proceeds from the Duck Race
benefit individuals with disabilities. Festivities began
at noon including a performance by the Avenues Choir
and concluded with our duck race starting at 3:32pm
with 4,000 rubber ducks racing to the finish line.
This event continues to be successful each year
due to the support we receive from the members of our
community. We would like to say thank you to our
event sponsors: M&T Bank, CACL Financial, Joe &
Nancy Schlitzer, McGriff Insurance Services, Fighter’s
Heaven, Cyan Sky Copier Technologies, Phoenix
Rehabilitation, SDR Contracting LLC, Cleo integrated
cloud systems, and Walmart for helping make this
event possible.
A special thank you goes out to our Duck Race
Committee and volunteers for the event. Our staff does
an outstanding job volunteering their time helping to
prepare for this event along with trying to sell as many
tickets as possible. Our Community Business
Challenge participants sell for weeks to help us reach
our goal each and every year. Hydro Extrusions won
the Business Challenge with 224 ducks sold.
Congratulations to Hydro and thank you to all
businesses who participated in the Business Challenge.
We are looking forward to partnering up again in 2020!
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$1000 Grand Prize – Wigoda Family
Yuengling Refrigerator – #5138 Jason Granito
Yuengling Weber Grill - #1371 Mary Ann Gudinas
Yuengling Grizzly Cooler - #6760 Whitney Roman
Diamond Heart Shaped Necklace - #6669 Courtney Willis
Wine Basket - #2398 Kim Coogan
Garden Basket - #5043 Pete Kessock
Summer Basket - #5294 Matt Shuey
$200 Knoebles Gift Card - #5682 Trish Cunningham
$100 Sheetz Gift Card - #1237 Tyler Wilson
$110 Lottery Frame - #2131 Jane Cook
Blankets, Thermos, & More Basket - #6855 Nicholas Best
Stationary Basket - #0139 Bob McCall
Drinking Glass & Cutting Board Basket - #3166 Harry Roberts

Tempest Bicycle - #1733 Ed Renk
Kids Strider Bicycle – #879 Tyler Joe
Avon Basket - #0766 Kathy Benyak
Summer Lawn Chairs & Accessories - CLAIMED
$100 Wal-Mart Gift Card - #6326 Isabella Guido
Ugly Rod - Shakespeare Fishing Rod - #5860 Rich Mengle
Bluetooth Turntable & Records – #2895 Russel Lang
Coffee & Chocolate - #4321 Dolores G.
Two Hershey Park Tickets - #4929 Robbie Thompson
Preparation of Last Will & Testament - #3876 Heather Weikel
Two 7' Christmas Trees - #4925 V&R
Turtle & Molasses - #7938 Pam Yeager

Pictured below: Michael Homa and his Mother, Carol Homa, staying warm and dry at this year’s Duck Race.
Michael Steffie and Duckie-Do-Good at this year’s Duck Race.
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Avenues Foundation
The Avenues Foundation was created to ensure that needed funds would be available for Avenues to not
only meet its mission today, but also in the future. The Avenues Foundation carries out activities to raise funds
from grants, contributions, bequests, etc. for Avenues. The Foundation is separate and distinct from Avenues. This
allows the Avenues Foundation Board of Directors to determine the best use of the philanthropic funds within the
parameters identified by the donor.

Options for Giving

The Avenues Foundation accepts many types of gifts, including: monetary donations, marketable securities,
stocks, life insurance, real estate, retirement plan assets, and tangible personal properties. You may designate your
gift to a particular program fund to address the specific needs of children, adults, and/or agency preservation and
growth. Donations may be mailed to Avenues Foundation, 2 Park Street, Pottsville, PA 17901 or monetary donations
may be made on the Avenues website at www.avenuesofpa.org.

Upcoming Events:
Please Join Us For The 31st Annual
Avenues Foundation Golf Classic
Friday, July 26, 2019
Hidden Valley Golf Course
10:00 AM Shotgun Start
$90 Per Golfer

Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner, & Refreshments
Sponsorship Opportunities Also Available!
Contact Brett at 570-622-7920 Ext. 111 for more details.
ALL PROCEEDS BENEFIT INDIVIDUALS WITH DEVELOPMENTAL AND/OR ACQUIRED DISABILITIES
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Meet the 2019 Summer Camp Counselors
Hello! My name is Julia Rismiller! I am a returning counselor this summer and Looking
forward to another awesome year! I am currently a junior at Slippery Rock University where I
dual major in Secondary Education for Social Studies and Art. At college, I am Vice President
of Alpha Sigma Tau sorority and Vice President of Correspondence for the Panhellenic
council. When not at school, I spend a lot of my time with my wonderful family and my bunny,
Jebbie. I have a strong background in Performance Arts, Athletics, and Art.
I look forward to a fun-filled summer!
Hi! I’m Katrina Whalen, a nursing student at Bloomsburg University in the process of completing
my junior year. Eventually, I plan on furthering my education in order to become an FNP (Family
Nurse Practitioner). In addition to attending school, I enjoy spending as much time as I can
outdoors doing activities such as kayaking, hiking, fishing, and camping. I am most excited to
connect with and accompany the one-on-one student I am with this summer at the First Friends
Summer Camp!
Hi my name is Emily Yakobosky . I go to Penn State Berks, my major is Rehabilitation and
Human services with a minor in Special Education and I will be graduating in May 2020. My
hobbies include Fishing, swimming, camping, painting, drawing, and gardening. I am looking
forward to being their camp counselor.
Hello! My name is Madison Rhode and I am a Summer Camp Counselor for this year. I will be
working as a 1:1 and I am so excited to be around and assist everyone in having a fun and safe
summer. I am from Pine Grove and now live in Pottsville. During the school year I attend Millersville
University. I am a straight A student, on the Dean’s List, and a member of the Honors College
program. I love to work with and around children from babysitting to daycare and school settings. I
have an interest in music which includes singing and playing the saxophone. I also have an interest in
musicals and I even got to play Flounder the fish in The Little Mermaid my senior
year.
Hello My name is Marissa ‘Rissa’ Rhode, I am attending Kutztown University for a special/early
education major and a psychology minor. As a summer camp counselor at First Friends, I am
looking forward to arts and crafts with the children. I enjoy working to further my education and to
learn about my field more and more every day.

Under the Sea

Staff and participants at AVES Hazleton have been spending some free
time dressing up the program. When their work has been completed, they take
the time to develop displays for each season and holiday. The most recent
creation for summer is a beach theme, with seashore décor and an underwater
scene. Bright colors provide a cheerful greeting to everyone who visits, just
take a look and see how seaweed climbs the wall while brightly colored fish
swim through.

My name is Samantha Shamonsky. I come from a military family. I'm currently a Penn
State student majoring in Rehabilitation and Human Services and I play basketball for Penn
State Hazleton. I'm also a volunteer firefighter as well as a photographer for the fire company I
belong to. I love sports particularly basketball and softball. I am CPR and first aid certified.

Hi my name is Emily Yordy. I am attending Bloomsburg University. I am majoring in Special
Education/Early Childhood Education and minoring in Deaf Education. As a summer camp
counselor at First Friends Summer Camp I am looking forward to getting to know the kids and
going on field trips with them! I am very excited for First Friends Summer Camp to start!

